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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This communication is in response to the Amendment filed February 1 5, 2007. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Claims 1 -26 are pending In this Office Action. After a further search and a 
thorough examination of the present application, claims 1-26 remain rejected. The 
rejection under 35 U.S.C. §101 to claims 14 - 24 are withdrawn in view of the 
amendment. Amendment made to the specification has been accepted. 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 - 26 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fomris the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, If the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. • 

5. Claims 1 - 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Jena J. Jordahl ('Jordahl' herein after) (US 2004/0036716 A1) further in view of Wolton 
et al. ('Wolton' herein after) (US 2004/0030741 A1). 

With respect to claim 1, 

Jordahl discloses a method comprising: 
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identifying a common element in a plurality of articles (paragraphs 0096 
and 01 33, Jordahl); and 

analyzing a spatial location of the common element in an article of the 
plurality of articles and detemilnlng whether the common element is a 
boilerplate element of the article based at least in part on the spatial 
location (figure 8 and paragraphs 0047 - 0048, Jordahl). 
Jordahl does not disclose the spatial location explicitly as claimed. 
Woltbn teaches the spatial location of the elements in paragraph 0571 . 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art of data processing at 
the time of the present invention to combine the teachings of cited references because 
both the Inventions are In the same field of invention that is storage, searching and 
retrieval of data using certain criteria. Furthermore, the fomiatting aspect of the 
invention would allow the agent to rank infomiation, documents, images files and other 
results according to different criteria and processing these results would increase the 
efficiency for the user (paragraphs 0061 - 0068, Wolton). 

6. Claims 2 - 4, 6 - 7, 10 - 13 and 26 are rejected under the same rationale given 
for claim 1 . The citations of the elements claimed are taught and listed below. 

With respect to claim 2, 

Jordahl as modified discloses the method of claim 1, further comprising 
generating an implicit search query including a search temn, the search term comprising 
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a term present in a content element of the article, the content element being 
distinguishable from the boilerplate element (paragraph 01 33, Jordahl). 

With respect to claim 3, 

Jordahl as modified discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein the common 
element comprises a copyright notice (paragraphs 0059 and 0073, Jordahl). 

With respect to claim 4, 

Jordahl as modified discloses the method of claim 1, wherein the common 
element comprises a term having a low inverse document frequency measure 
(paragraph 0147, Jordahl): 

With respect to claim 6, 

Jordahl as modified discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein analyzing the 
spatial location of the common element comprises determining whether the common 
element Is at the bottom of the article (figure 12, Jordahl). 

With respect to claim 7, 

Jordahl as modified discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein the common 
element comprises a navigational element of the article (figures 10 and 12, Jordahl). 



With respect to claim 10, 
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Jordahl as modified discloses the method of claim 1 further comprising: analyzing 
a markup language element proximate to the common element in the article 
(paragraphs 0056 and 0057, Jordahl), wherein determining whether the common 
element is a boilerplate element comprises determining whether the common element is 
a boilerplate element of the article based at least in part on the markup language 
element (paragraphs 140 and 180, Jordahl). 

With respect to claim 11, 

Jordahl as modified discloses the method of claim 1 further comprising: 
responding to the common element being the boilerplate element 
(paragraphs 0096 and 0133, Jordahl); 

removing the boilerplate element from the article; and indexing the article 
(paragraphs 0077, Jordahl). 

With respect to claim 12, 

Jordahl as modified discloses the method of claim 1 further comprising: 
detennining weights for elements in the article based at least in part on whether the 
elements are boilerplate elements (paragraph 0130, Jordahl). 

With respect to claim 13, • 

Jordahl as modified discloses the method of claim 12, further comprising: 

receiving a search query (figure 8 and paragraphs 0047 - 0048, Jordahl); 
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determining articles relevant to the search query (paragraph 0059, 
Jordahl); and 

ranking the articles based as least in part on the determined weights 
(paragraphs 0088 and 01 13, Jordahl). 

With respect to claim 26, 

Jordahl as modified discloses the method of claim 10, wherein the markup 
language element proximate to the common element comprises a markup language 
element affecting a display of the common element in the article (paragraphs 140 and 
180, Jordahl). 

With respect to claim 5, 

Jordahl discloses a rnethod comprising 

comparing an element in an article to a predetermined list to generate a 
comparison result (paragraphs 0055 and 0059, Jordahl); 
analyzing a spatial location of the element in the article; and determining 
whether the element is a boilerplate element of the article based at least 
In part on the spatial location and the comparison result. 

Jordahl does not disclose the spatial location explicitly as claimed. 

Wolton teaches the spatial location of the elements in paragraph 0571 . 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art of data processing at 
the time of the present invention to combine the teachings of cited references because 
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both the inventions are in the same field of invention that is storage, searching and 
retrieval of data using certain criteria. Furthemiore, the fomriatting aspect of the 
invention would allow the agent to rank information, documents, images files and other 
results according to different criteria and processing these results would increase the 
efficiency for the user (paragraphs 0061 - 0068, Wolton). 

7. Claim 25 is rejected under the same rationale given for claim 5. The citations of 
the elements claimed are taught and listed below. 

With respect to claim 25, 

Jordahl as modified discloses the method of claim 5, wherein the predetermined 
list comprises terms or phrases, and wherein the comparison result indicated whether 
the element matches a term or a phrase in the predetemnined list (paragraph 0059, 
Jordahl). 

With respect to claim 8, 

Jordahl discloses a method comprising: identifying a common element in a 
plurality of articles; analyzing a link associated with the common element in an article of 
the plurality of articles; and determining whether the common element is a boilerplate 
element of the article based at least in part on the link associated with the common 
element (paragraphs 0059 and 0099, Jordahl). 

Jordahl does not disclose the spatial location explicitly as claimed. 
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Wolton teaches the spatial location of the elements in paragraph 0571 . 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art of data processing at 
the time of the present invention to combine the teachings of cited references because 
both the inventions are in the same field of invention that is storage, searching and 
retrieval of data using certain criteria. Furthenmore, the formatting aspect of the 
Invention would allow the agent to rank information, documents, images files and other 
results according to different criteria and processing these results would increase the 
efficiency for the user (paragraphs 0061 - 0068, Wolton). 

8. Claim 9 is rejected under the same rationale given for claim 8. The citations of 
the elements claimed are taught and listed below. 

With respect to claim 9, 

Jordahl as modified discloses the method of claim 8, wherein analyzing the link 
associated with the common element comprises analyzing an address to which the link 
refers (paragraphs 0052 and 0059, Jordahl). 

With respect to claim 14, 

Jordahl discloses a tangible computer-readable medium on which is encoded 
program code, the encoded program code comprising: 

program code for identifying a common element in a plurality of articles 

(paragraphs 0096 and 0133, Jordahl); and 
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program code for analyzing a spatial location of the common element in 
an article of the plurality of articles and program code for detenmining 
whether the common element is a boilerplate element of the article 
based at least in part on the spatial location (figure 8 and paragraphs 
0047 - 0048, Jordahl). 
Jordahl does hot disclose the spatial location explicitly as claimed. 
Wolton teaches the spatial location of the elements in paragraph 0571 . 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art of data processing at 
the time of the. present invention to combine the teachings of cited references because 
both the inventions are in the same field of invention that is storage, searching and 
retrieval of data using certain criteria. Furthemiore, the formatting aspect of the 
invention would allow the agent to rank infonnation, documents, images files and other 
results according to different criteria and processing these results would increase the 
efficiency for the user (paragraphs 0061 - 0068, Wolton). 

9. Claims 1 5, 1 7, 1 8 and 21 - 24 are rejected under the same rationale given for 
claim 14. The citations of the elements claimed are taught and listed below. 

With respect to claim 15, 

Jordahl as modified discloses the tangible computer-readable medium of claim 
14, wherein the encoded program code further comprises program code for generating 
an implicit search query including a search term, the search term comprising a term 
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present in a content element of the article, the content element being distinguishable 
from the boilerplate element (paragraph 01 33, Jordahl). 

With respect to claim 17, 

Jordahl as modified discloses the tangible computer-readable medium of claim 
14, wherein analyzing the spatial location of the common element comprises: 
detennining whether the common element is at the bottom of the article (figure 12, 
Jordahl). 

With respect to claim 18, 

Jordahl as modified discloses the tangible computer-readable medium of claim 
14, wherein the common element comprises a navigational element of the article 
(figures 10 and 12, Jordahl). 

With respect to claim 22, 

Jordahl as modified discloses the tangible computer-readable medium of claim 
14 wherein the encoded program code further comprises program code for responding 
to the common element being the boilerplate element removing the boilerplate element 
from the article; and program code for indexing the article (paragraphs 0077, Jordahl). 

With respect to claim 23, 
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Jordahi as modified discloses the tangible computer-readable medium of claim 
14, wherein the encoded program code further comprises program code for detemiining 
weights for elements in the article based at least in part on whether the elements are 
boilerplate elements (paragraph 01 30, Jordahi). 

With respect to claim 24, 

Jordahi as modified discloses the tangible computer-readable medium of claim 
23, further comprising: 

program code for receiving a search query (figure 8 and paragraphs 
. 0047 - 0048, Jordahi); 

program code for determining articles relevant to the search query 
(paragraph 0059, Jordahi); and 

program code for ranking the articles based as least in part on the 
detemiined weights (paragraphs 0088 and 01 1 3, Jordahi). 

With respect to claim 21 , 

Jordahi as modified discloses the tangible computer-readable medium of claim 
14, wherein the encoded program code further comprises: program code for analyzing a 
markup language element proximate to the common element in the article (paragraphs 
0056 and 0057, Jordahi), wherein determining whether the common element Is a 
boilerplate element comprises detemiining whether the common element is a boilerplate 
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element of the article based at least in part on the markup language element 
(paragraphs 140 and 180, Jordahl). 

With respect to claim 16, 

Jordahl discloses a tangible computer readable medium on which is encoded 
program code, the encoded program code comprising: program code for comparing an 
element in an article to a predetermined list to generate a comparison result 
(paragraphs 0055 and 0059, Jordahl); program code for analyzing a spatial location of 
the element in the article; and program code for determining whether the element is a 
boilerplate element of the article based at least in part on the spatial location and the 
comparison result (figure 8 and paragraphs 0047 - 0048, Jordahl). 

Jordahl does not disclose the spatial location explicitly as claimed. 

Wolton teaches the spatial location of the elements in paragraph 0571 . 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art of data processing at 
the time of the present invention to combine the teachings of cited references because 
both the inventions are in the same field of invention that is storage, searching and 
retrieval of data using certain criteria. Furthermore, the fomriatting aspect of the 
invention would allow the agent to rank infonnation, documents, images files and other 
results according to different criteria and processing these results would increase the 
efficiency for the user (paragraphs 0061 - 0068, Wolton). 



With respect to claim 19, 
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Jordahl discloses a tangible computer-readable medium on which is encoded 
program code, the encoded program code comprising: program code for identifying a 
common element In a plurality of articles (paragraphs 0096 and 0133, Jordahl); program 
code for analyzing a link associated with the common element in an article of the 
plurality of articles and program code for detennining whether the common element is a 
boilerplate element of the article based at least in part on the link associated with the 
common element (figure 8 and paragraphs 0047 - 0048, Jordahl). 

Jordahl does not disclose the spatial location explicitly as claimed. 

Wolton teaches the spatial location of the elements In paragraph 0571 . 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art of data processing at 
the time of the present invention to combine the teachings of cited references because 
both the inventions are in the same field of invention that is storage, searching and 
retrieval of data using certain criteria. Furthermore, the fomiatting aspect of the 
invention would allow the agent to rank information, documents, images files and other 
results according to different criteria and processing these results would Increase the 
efficiency for the user (paragraphs 0061 - 0068, Wolton). 

1 0. Claim 20 is rejected under the same rationale given for claim 1 9. The citations of 
the elements claimed are taught and listed below. 



With respect to claim 20, 



Application/Control Number: 10/815,150 Page 14 

Art Unit: 2166 

Jordahl as modified discloses the tangible computer-readable medium of claim 
19, wherein analyzing the link associated with the common element comprises 
analyzing an address to which the link refers (paragraphs 0052 and 0059. Jordahl). 
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Conclusion 

1 1 . Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
ttiis Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory acfion. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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Contact Information 



Any inquiry concerning tiiis communication or earlier communications from ttie 
examiner stiould be directed to Navneet K. Ahluwialia wliose telephone number is 571- 
272-5636. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Alam T. Hosain can be reached on 571-272-3978. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned Is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomiation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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